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Watch on the Media 


By Herbert Mitgang / 

More than five years after the Free*. . 
dom _of Information Act became 
Federal X; jt SBk 


ing and Urban Development has • 

denied requests for information about ; 
slum housing appraisals. The Depart- 
ent of Agriculture turned down the 
msumerwiented Center for the I 
journalists, historians and research ers Study of Responsive Law in Washing- 
to obtain, inforiiiation ircely. The idea • ton v/hen. it asked for research 
rake'th® fibber 2- l okkiif 

■HI 

block publication 

study of. the Vietnam war, took place 

c'>despi teethe Freedom of Information 

When Prudent Johnson signed the Act, not to mention, the First Amepd- 
b'll. h< d that it struck a proper ment. And the Justice Department' is 

balance .}$twc6n Government; 1 .con-<V still diverting its "war on crime” 
" ^ ■ 


ernmem records An effort is ‘-nally public.'? So- h Government - activities., 
being made to declassify the; tons of not onlv defy the intent of the Free- 
documents by the interagency .Class i. dom of Information Act; they .serve 
fication Review Goinniiitee, uhder the as warnings to journalists; professors, 
'chairmanship of former Ambassador librarians and others whose fortunes 
John Eisenhower- This historical sur fall within the line of vision — 
vey will take years. budgetary, perhaps punitive — of the 

But more , \than . mere* documents Federal Government. ; 
are involved. There is a matter of the The executive branch’s battery of 
native .tone in Washington. me dia watchmen are busiest with 

The White House and its large corn broadcasting because of its franchises 
mmrations staff have lengthened the and large audiences. At least one 
between executive branch, white House aide, eyes glued to the 
ess and the _ public. Of course, Bews programs on the commercial 
ministration has Instinctively inPlworks< ^ reporter, as for or 
cosmetics to its public face, >a g a j ns t the President In one case that 
ms is the^rst one operating fcr J sent a chi rmSuih network new S - 
term under the. mandate, of the a corresp o n d e nt received a 

suit la” T .P«so®!jM comniunicaticm (com a liighly 

: Administration's robes unfgvofl&ly — 

"is- not commupi<^ted 
cated.- 

The other day Senator Symfngton 


of Missouri, a former Atr Fonie. Secre- 

x t 


praise. 


■ 


The major pressure on the commer- 
' 1 an^ public stations originates from 

hope that during this sessionof Con- r.. 

er^s evervthine Dossihk is dona to bas made it clear that controversial 
eliminate unnecessary storkiy e^jed* 

flltv «.»„ most caseAhk nraetice bks tradifton should.be avoided. The, same 




before there was a Freedom 
. to keep facts, from of. Information Act. Henry David 
Ooio; o^'-. Thore&ij -wa% tailed for. sneaking out; 


harpd informa- narn ^'ery few men serve the State 
« with.., their consciences,” he .. wrote. 


lion Dva r deuig 
- ; in 

Depm: merits . 

men were ton* 
risks” because ;he.. 

*** the* r .. . 

ft* -able historians v trrib^^ 

-acts Of ter- nm.r, mt,- ; vCalch-22 . ^rh'es hv it” Grand juries. . sub- 
r, : - rh«- raguv. tf ind m ^rv Government jailers 

,A*r*f. ft * ;d its mcm-her:. have listed - b* Liable in <wrp***t today's 
* those bureaucrats offering “coopera- men of conscience, sjj! 

: tion” on condition that manuscript 
be checked and a^proved^before 'bp^ 

.publication. The bej^artment of Hous- editorial board of ffli^TfaailT 


t* a number of the 
editorial b&rd of M 


